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College football Week 4 predictions: Ohio State vs. Notre Dame, more picks vs. spread

Notre Dame has a 29-game regular season winning streak over ACC opponents on the line.
They also have the entire postseason on the line. While it’s still early, there’s nothing of real
value to suggest the Irish are out of the playoff hunt. Each and every game moving forward is

now a sudden-death scenario for the CFB Playoff — here comes the first round.

WHEN, WHERE, AND HOW TO WATCH
When: Saturday, September 30 @ 7:30 PM EST

Where: Wallace Wade Stadium, Durham, North Carolina
How to watch: ABC and Watch ESPN app

ODDS
According to DraftKings Sportsbook, the Irish are 5.5 point favorites over the Blue Devils with an

over/under of 52.

GAME THREAD



The game thread is open below. I know many of us are on Twitter (or if you’re a weirdo and
really want to call it X) for most of the game, but I encourage you to vent and do other things

that require more than 280 characters here.

GAME NOTES
Official game notes from Notre Dame:

ITHACA — With a 3-0 record, the Hobart Statesmen football team has a monstrous task ahead
of it.

Coming off a 43-10 win over Keystone College at home, the Statesmen pack the bus and head
one lake over and all the way down to play powerhouse Ithaca College, the No. 17-ranked team

in Division III.

Playing the Bombers (2-1) has always been a tall task for the Statesmen. Ithaca holds a 30-5
all-time advantage over Hobart and has never lost to the Orange and Purple at home.

To make matters more difficult for the Statesmen, the game will be the home opener for the
Bombers after their bye week. For the third year in a row, Hobart will play Ithaca after the

Bombers have had a week off.

Ithaca last played on Sept. 16, posting a 22-0 shutout at Alfred — Hobart defeated Alfred 31-9
to start the season. Quarterback AJ Wingfield completed a 6-yard touchdown pass to Nicholas
Matos and rushed for a 2-yard TD of his own to lead the offense. Senior linebacker Jonathan

Koumas led the defense with nine tackles.

Two players who tormented Hobart in 2022 return as graduate students for the Bombers:
Wingfield under center and Waterloo graduate Derek Slywka. In 2022, Slywka picked off

Statesmen quarterback David Krewson and gave his team excellent field position with a 35-yard
return.

Wingfield threw 10 completions for 143 yards and rushed for another 23 yards and a
touchdown. The 31-7 loss seemed to stun the Statesmen, who fell behind on the first two plays
from scrimmage and could never recover against an Ithaca team that won the Liberty League
title outright for the first time — and fourth total — and advanced all the way to the NCAA

quarterfinals.

This Hobart team, however, is vastly improved and much healthier than 2022.

One of the assets Hobart had that made the 2021 game so close was a nasty defense with a
knack for forcing turnovers. The 2023 Hobart defense seems to have that too and more. Though
they did not force any turnovers against Keystone last weekend, they put their foot down and

shut out the Giants for three quarters.



On the other side of the ball, Johnny Colombi had his best game of the season, throwing for
three touchdowns and 225 yards. On the ground, he rushed for 56 yards including a 48-yard
touchdown run that was the final nail in 40 unanswered points for the Statesmen. For that, he

was named the Liberty League Offensive Performer of the Week.

In all, Hobart piled up a season-high 504 yards of total offense in the win over Keystone. They
rushed for 269 yards (7.5 yds/att) and passed for a season-high 235 yards (18.1 yds/comp).

Numbers aside, both teams go into Saturday’s game with an advantage over the other: Ithaca is
playing its home opener and had two weeks of rest to prepare for Hobart. The Statesmen come

into the game with starters well rested, a new quarterback that Ithaca hasn’t seen, a much
healthier team than last year, a nastier defense and a seething hunger to ruin the Bombers’

home debut.

If the Statesmen are to secure their first victory over Ithaca since 2016 and their first win over a
ranked opponent since 2021 and christen Ithaca’s new turf as their own, the best parts of their

season will need to come together for four quarters in hostile territory.

If ever there was a championship game in the middle of a season, this would be it.


